authentic picture on the main directions of activities in this field. However, it is the inclusion of the discussions which is most appreciated. These are valuable because they help us to form a more realistic judgment about the hardness of some hard facts and warn us to respect gaps between facts and conclusions, between conclusions and "'generally accepted theories" of the immune response.
One major conceptual achievement of this Conference was the recognition that ". . . in terms of molecular This book suffers one major illness: it is mistitled. When one reads the title of this book, one would expect to be included among the topics such things as electrophysiology, cardiac hemodynamics, clinically useful physiologic parameters for assessing cardiac function, and a discussion of the manipulation of physiologic variables in the management of cardiac disease. However, in his preface (page xi), Dr. Vassalle tells us that ". . . the general electrophysiology of cardiac cells . . ." is the only subject of the pages that follow. Upon scanning the table of contents and the index, it becomes apparent that the preface is much more accurate than the title.
As a basic review of cardiac cellular electrophysiology, this book is well-written and easy to read. However, as with. any subject that one attempts to make more understandable, there is occasional oversimplification which leads to misunderstanding, and sometimes, confusion. On pages 98 and 123, two conflicting views are given on the role of the sympathetic nerves in the regulation of the heart. On page 143, the Goldman equation appears without prior preparation nor subsequent explanation. Chapters six and eight, which discuss the mechanisms of action of antiarrhythmic drugs and digitalis respectively, are the only chapters that directly address problems that are of interest to the clinician.
This book can be recommended only for interested medical students and for the clinician who wishes to review cardiac cellular electrophysiology. It Although this series of reports does not intend to provide comprehensive literature coverage for the expert in a particular field, there is enough material and references in each chapter to enable the research worker to gain significant information in his field. Only two section editors (Sections I and V) have opted to include editorial overviews of the subject matter in their section. Such overviews for each section are certainly needed for presenting to the reader highlights of major developments and possible speculations for new ideas. Nevertheless, the chapters on the whole are well documented and provide a large source of references. As might be anticipated in a volume with such a wide range of topics and contributors, there is, to some extent, variation in depth of coverage.
Overall this volume should serve as an excellent source of current knowledge and reference material in the field, and is recommended to everyone who is involved in any phase of medicinal chemistry research. Snow. London, Chapman and Hall, 1975. 224 pp. $16.75. This edition, the second, adds about 60 pages and one chapter to the first edition printed in 1971, but retains the compact nature of a book designed to introduce so broad a subject. It is organized into eight chapters, from 15-30 pages in length, covering "The Development of Antimicrobial Agents"; "The Bacterial Cell Wall" as a site of antimicrobial action; "Antiseptics, Antibiotics, and the Cell Membrane"; two chapters on the "Suppression of Gene Function," one dealing with inhibitors of nucleic acid synthesis and the other with inhibitors of protein synthesis; "Synthetic Antimicrobial Agents and Compounds with Special Applications"; a chapter on
